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School Hosts 
Trio Concert 

Sponsored by the Forensic Lea¬ 
gue, St. Brendan's is presenting its 
first professional song fest. The 
Chad Mitchell Trio has been en¬ 
gaged for the evening of March 16 
at the Walt Whitman Auditorium. 

This wonderful group continues 
to keep in the limelight the lyrical 
ballads, songs of protest, ethnic 
blues and Negro spirituals which 
were born during the day of the 
Civil War. Because of their skill 
in folk singing they have become 
one of the top folk singing groups. 
The Chad Mitchell Trio has already 
circulated throughout the nation 
several albums popular among the 
collegiate set. 

The cooperative support of the 
entire student body accounted for 
the sale of a large number of tic¬ 
kets. The remaining tickets have 
been circulated throughout the 
neighboring high schools and col¬ 
leges. On December 15 tickets will 
again be available to the girls. 

The next ‘ ‘ in concert ’ ’ album 
of the Trio may be taped at this 
time. 



A typical scene during the 
their favorite candidates. 


Brendy campaign as students patronize 


Debators Place Second 
In St. John’s Tournament 

Varsity debaters Winnie Render and Sharon Dennihy received 
the second place trophy for debate at the St. John's University Tourna¬ 
ment on November 30. 

At the same tournament, Sanita Harper and Aleta Sliwa received 
first and second place respectively in original oratory. With the points 
scored by Ro Schaller and Regina Crea in extemporaneous speaking, the 
team total was sufficient to merit an overall third place trophy among 
the 75 schools that participated. 

Earlier in the month, at Nazareth High School, Aleta Sliwa and 
Sanita Harper took first and second place in dramatic interpetation. 
Kathy Jones was selected as a 
finalist, but did not place. 

At the November meeting of the 
Catholic Forensic League sponsor¬ 
ed mock student congress, Winnie 
Render was chosen Outstanding 
Senator and Nancy Herzman was 
named Superior Representative. 

The girls are now working for 
two tournaments: the Ohio State 
tournament on January 3 and 4, 
and the tournament at Dartmouth, 
weekend of January 18. 


Mixed Voices Blend 
A t December Concert 


On Sunday afternoon, December 15, 
at Walt Whitman Auditorium, Saint 
Brendan’s Glee Club presented its 
Christmas Concert. For the second 
consecutive year the Seton Hall Male 
Club, which won first place in the 
Rockville Centre C. Y.O. Music Festi¬ 
val last year, joined their talents with 
those of Saint Brendan’s. 

Combining their voices, the two 
Glee Club rendered “O Come All Ye 
Faithful” and “Let My Soul Rise in 
Song.” Directed by Miss Christine Mc- 
Loughlin, Saint Brendan’s sang 
“ ’Twas the Night Before Christmas,” 
“Pat-a-Pan” and “In Bethlehem,” a 
medley of Christmas carols. Reverend 
William H. Govern directed the boys 
in “0 Holy Night,” “Deck the Halls,” 
“Jingle Bells” and “The Auctioneer.” 
Father Govern is well-known for his 
work with young peoples’ choirs. 


NBC’s “It’s Academic” Schedules 
Appearance of St. Brendan’s Team 

St. Brendan's will be represented on NBC’s “It's Academic,” a 
fast-paced scholastic quiz, on Sunday, January 25 at 6 :30 p.m. 

Joanne Messina (206), Mary Salerno (206), and Margaret Whelan 
(204) compose the team of girls selected from seventeen students who 
were auditioned on November 26. The girls will compete with groups 
from two schools in the neighboring districts. 

Every morning and on Wednesday and Friday afternoons, the 
team meets with John Sexton who is working with them in the fields 
of Mathematics, Social and Natural Sciences, Art and Literature. He 
is rehearsing them in the “Socratic Method” of questioning and answer¬ 
ing, striving for speed and ac¬ 
curacy. Notes are distributed and 
the girls are required to know them 
thoroughly. 

, Collaborating with the elected 
team are the alternates who were 
chosen at the audition. They in¬ 
clude Linda Edgar, Cathy Fitz¬ 
gerald, and Rose Farrell. On a ten¬ 
tative list of qualified girls for ac¬ 
ceptance * are Patricia Whalen, 

Nancy Herzman, and Rory Don¬ 
nelly. 

After their appearance on “It’s 
Academic,” the team will answer 
the challenge of a group of Xaver- 
ian boys at the second “High 
School Bowl” sponsored by St. 

Brendan’s. This scholastic event 
will be presented at Walt Whitman 
Auditorium on February 11, 1964. 


hftijOT-- 

Girls Choose Kathy 
Miss Brendy Queen 

Miss Brendy, 1964, is Kathy Kowalski of 103. Nancy Hart and 
Peggy Walker placed second and third respectively in the popularity 
contest sponsored by the Student Council. 

To present their candidates to the student body each senior class 
staged a skit at assembly. The candidates were as follows: Nancy Hart 
(204) ; Mary Ellen Tobin (206) ; Peggy Walker (101); Karen Giese 
(102) ; Kathy Kowalski (103); and Ellen Feeney (201). 

Elaine De Felice, President of Student Council, explained that the 
purpose of the Miss Brendy contest was to select an outstanding Senior 
YW’T 1 A 1 w ^° wou ld be representative of 

W ork on Annual 
Sing Progresses 


Astorian Manor Will Be 
Stage for 63 Cotillion 

The Senior Cotillion will take place on December 26, in the Grand 
Ballroom of the Astorian Manor, Queens. Dancing will begin at 8:30 
p.m., followed by dinner at 10 p.m. 

The evening’s menu will include hot and cold hors d'oeuvers, prime 
ribs of beef, and petit fours. After dinner, the couples will take part 
in the traditional Grand March with the crowning of the Queen of the 
night. Vince Colacci’s orchestra will provide dancing music while Suz¬ 
anne, a popular singer-guitarist, and Bettyann Persico, a St. Brendan's 
senior supply the entertainment. The entire evening was planned by the 

senior committee, under the direc¬ 
tion of Rev. John Regan, Sister 
Marie Jean, and the chairmen, 
Eloise Mountford, Peggy John¬ 
son and Barbara Sicignano. 

On the following day, December 
27, Fr. Regan will offer Mass at 
8 a.m. for all the couples who at¬ 
tended the Cotillion. After Mass, 
they will leave by bus for the Bear 
Mountain Inn. At Bear Mountain 
the couples will have access to the 
skiing, sledding, and ice skating 
facilities, and at 4 p.m. will attend 
an informal dinner dance at the 
Inn. 


With the new year fast approach¬ 
ing, plans for the Student Council’s 
annual “Sing” are in full swing un¬ 
der the supervision of Mrs. McNeil 
and the moderators. 

The seniors, winners of last year’s 
Sing, will be trying to do it again 
under the guidance of Sister Agnes 
Rosaire and their chief representative, 
Rosemarie Gaeta. Sister Joannes 
Maria is moderator of the junior Sing. 
Their chief representative is Jane 
Wilkinson. Supervising the soph¬ 
omores is Sister Helen Theresa. Sis¬ 
ter is aided by Carol Cox, the chief 
sophomore representative. Guiding 
the freshmen in their first attempt is 
Sister James Immaculate. The fresh¬ 
men’s chief representative is Linda 
Chiaffone. 


representative 
every other girl in the school. Her 
active participation in many extra- 
cirricular activities and her gen¬ 
erous and friendly nature towards 
all, were important factors in de¬ 
termining the winner. 

Since every penny represented a 
vote cast, a variety of foods were 
sold throughout the school by each 
senior class. The raffling of inter¬ 
esting prizes, including cuddly kit¬ 
tens and puppies, added thrill to 
the contest, as each candidate tried 
to garner as many votes as pos¬ 
sible. 

Kathy Kowalski, the new Miss 
Brendy , will be given two tickets 
to the Broadway show of her choice 
and will be honored at a future as¬ 
sembly. 


Dramatic Society Presents 
Meet Me in St. Louis' 


44 


99 


The Dramatics Society of Saint Brendan’s will combine talents with 
the boys from Saint Augustine to bring us their presentation of “Meet 
Me In St. Louis” at George Gershwin Theatre. Tickets may be procured 
for January 31 or February 1, Friday or Saturday respectively. 

Mr. Smith, a well-meaning father of a Saint Louis’ family during 
the World’s Fair, makes a decision which he considers best of all. The 
•other members of the family, however, have different opinions on the 
matter. The antics which follow are typical of any family faced with 
a similar problem. Arthur Griffin will train and direct the cast. Barbara 
Abbate, Betty Egan, Ann Fitzgerald, Regina Gallagher, Anne Garde, 
Kathy Hamill, Trudy Nintzel, Kathy Ryan, Suzanne Selby will work 
along with Edward Seiz, Christian Fenimore, Michael Sullivan, Joe 
Westfield, Dbminic Azzara, Larry 
Ryan, Tom Westfield, and Brian 
McLoone. 

In addition to the members ac¬ 
tually acting on the stage, the 
Business Committee is occupied be¬ 
hind the scenes. The hiring of cos¬ 
tumes and the securing of props 
and scenery are their contribution 
to the production's success. 



John Sexton coaches Cathy Fitzgerald, Margaret Whelan, Mary Salerno 
and Jo-Ann Messina for “It’s Academic.” 


Holly Hop Brings 
Daddy to School 

The annual “Holly Hop” will be 
held in the auditorium on Thurs¬ 
day evening, December 19, at 8 
p.m. Sponsored by the Social Club 
under the direction of Sister Marie 
Jean, this particular dance prom¬ 
ises fathers and daughters attend¬ 
ing this event a night full of fun 
and surprise. Dancing of all kinds 
—from the waltz to the twist— 
will offer many of the fathers the 
opportunity of seeing the modern 
dances of their girls. Daughters 
will also get a peek at the fancy 
stepping of their dads. 

This year the Social Club has 
been given permission by Sister 
John Berchmans to hold four 
dances, “The Hootenany,” the 
“Holly Hop,” the “Spring 
D'ance” and the “Senior Farewell 
Dance. ’ ’ To discuss their activities 
the Social Club under President 
Anita Lizzi meets every other Mon¬ 
day morning before class. 
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Ok ree Gifu 


I saw the star shining in the distance, 
and guided by its light, I found a cave in 
the hillside where the angels guarded 
Christ, their Lord. Since I was poor, I 
watched in silent awe while three Wise 
Men presented royal gifts to the new born 
King. 

When the first king offered gold, I 
thought of those people poorer than my¬ 
self and vowed to share my goods with 
them. The second brought frankincense, 
and I realized that this Babe was the just 
and holy God whom Israel awaited so many 
years. I felt my heart yearn for His mes¬ 
sage. I hoped it would proclaim all men 
brothers, bound by love to one another. 
The last king brought myrrh. I knew it 
foretold the sorrow this tiny Babe would 
undergo to free me from the bonds of 
Satan, I prayed that mv sins would not 
multiply His sufferings. 

Finally, I gazed at the lonely Babe and 
placed my trust in Him, My God. He look¬ 
ed at me with longing; then I realized He 
wanted one thing more ... I didn’t look 
up again, but I knew the Baby was smil¬ 
ing; my soul was at peace. 

l^jouemLer 25 , 1963 

Why am I, 

A young restless colt, 

Here ? 

Following a flag-draped coffin, 

Followed by a solemn row of black cars? 

Why should my step 
Be measured by the sombre toll 
Of a military dirge? 

I am not like these stately limousines; 

I’m young, I’m alive! 

I should be 
In the open fields, 

Free to run and wheel, 

Without a rein 
To restrain me. 

They say 

That if he were here 
He would ride me so, 

Guide me so well 
I would not feel the rein. 



A light shineth in the darkness • . 


^lAJinter Soun cl3 

Winter is a quiet season. Its sounds are 
often muffled. The scraping of a shovel on 
the snow-covered pavement, the squeals of 
children having a snowball fight are re¬ 
duced in volume by the tightly closed wind¬ 
ows that protect us from the cold outdoors. 
They are background noises for the crack¬ 
ling fire which burns brightly in the warm¬ 
th of our living room. Even heavily-booted 
footsteps are silenced by the snow-padded 
streets. 

Walking on a winter’s morning while 
the snow is lightly falling and the still air 
is clear and cold, we are almost reluctant 
to speak for fear of breaking the comfort¬ 
able silence of the stillness which embraces 
us. 

The sounds of winter are gentle, giving 
nature an opportunity to sleep peacefully 
before waking to the vibrant sounds of 
spring blown in by the howling March 
wind. 

—Frances Dinolfo 


They say 

He did it once before. 


—Rory Donnelly 


^J4ailto the C^hiej 

The eyes of the land jolted open! horror, 
disbelief filled the air 
All the world was suddenly shaken—all 
voices turned to prayer. 

A man was mortally wounded, his wife 
sat and cradled his head. 

Was this just a man,—no, not just a man— 
Our President is dead! 

Jacqueline followed the stretcher, bewild¬ 
erment covering her face, 

While a mournful crowd watched and 
listened, no distinction of color or race. 
On the floor of the auto were trampled, 
her flowers—roses, blood red, 

They served as a sign; his cause was 
sublime. 

Our President is dead. 

His coffin now lowered at Arlington, a 
perpetual flame will burn 
To share his vibrant spirit with our chil¬ 
dren and theirs in turn 
My prayer turns from “for him” to “to 
him”—by his widow our nation was led. 
Pray for his children, his family, his world, 
Our President is dead! 

—Jane Wilkenson 



1'Jbe (Essence op Spirit 


Talent is a precious gift, but coupled with enthusiasm and interest, it is the 
spark which fires any useful endeavor. 

The Miss Brendy Contest typifies such energy with the spirit, generosity and 
whole-hearted participation of the entire school. Each Senior Class nominated one 
candidate who was introduced at assembly. In the skits presented, the creativity and 
ingenuity of the girls was clearly evidenced by the cleverness of the scripts and the 
spontaneous applause of the underclassmen. 

Since Miss Brendy is chosen by the monetary contributions she receives, the 
school was transformed into a fairyland of cake, ice cream, pickles, pizzas, and prizes. 
Every girl was part of the excitement and 


tension as the furor of the campaigns 
heightened. Although the contest was high¬ 
ly competitive, the willingness to help was 
never lost. 

This is the kind of unselfishness and sup¬ 


port which molds well-rounded person¬ 
alities and fires the school on to greater 
heights. Each girl has received a special 
talent. It is when this talent is channelled 
to help others that its richness warms every 
phase of the student’s life. 


Spotlight on: 

Nancy Herzman 

If you see a gold color bar whiz by you in the hall, it’s probably one of our 
hardest working seniors, Nancy Herzman. Few people suspect the amount of work 
this girl does, because she accomplishes things quickly and inconspicuously. Whether 
she is working for Forensic or organizing a campaign, Nancy’s clear diction and level 
head see her through. 

Don’t think, however, that Nancy is a sombre slave to work. Her enthusiasm for 
Saint Brendan’s goes into everything she does. Nancy is usually one of the first to 
come to, and the last to leave, this school and no matter how busy, she can always 
find time to smile and say something pleasant. 

For instance, whenever things are going 
wrong, Nancy keeps going herself and other 
people just naturally follow her. There is 
something about her calm leadership that 
suggests a tremendous sense of order. 

With a talent for organization is usually 
found an excellent sense of responsibility. 
Nancy is no exception to this rule. She has 
always proved dependable, and for this 
reason is constantly saying “yes” to people 
who ask favors. 

Nancy is a girl whom we are proud to 
claim as a Brendanite. She has the spirit 
which is one of the best characteristics of 
our school, and we know that she will 
carrv this on through life. 


JlWan 3orjWJl ri 

With these words, “So help me God,” John F. Kennedy took upon himself a new 
role, that of President of the United States. Then two years, ten months, and two 
days later on November 22, 1963, this role was abruptly ended as the well-aimed 
bullet of an assassin snuffed out the life of our President. The nation came to a stand¬ 
still. Everyone’s reaction was one of shocked disbelief that the President of the United 
States should be assassinated. 

Great men explain what John F. Kennedy meant to the world; historians meas¬ 
ure the future result of his actions; I can only say what this dynamic President 
and his tragic death meant to me. 

Watching news reports after his death, I realized the warmth, magnetism, and 
sincerity that imparted greatness to the man. He was a symbol of freedom, courage, 
determination, and accomplishment. He became an inspiration and a stimulant to 
America’s youth in particular, for he was the first President born in the twentieth 
century; as he stated in his Inaugural Address, “the torch of democracy has now 
been passed to a new generation.” Will this new generation learn the tragic lesson 
that hatred and bigotry breed disgrace and disaster? 

On the national day of mourning, November 25, John F. Kennedy was buried, 
but his memory, influence, and impression will never be buried. As was said of an¬ 
other Chief Executive who died by an assassin’s bullet, President Kennedy—family 
man and servant of the American people—“now belongs to the ages.” 

Stella iHatutina 
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Noel Art 
Displays 


Contest 

Ingenuity 



Elaine Manna smiles approvingly at her Christmas window decorations. 

Crij of? the n joryettaLte 

It's quiet on the Battlefield! 

All that is heard is the thumping heart-beat of men whose stillness 
seems to resemble that of the motionless air surrounding them. The tall 
sharp weeds, covering like a dark green blanket, pierce and scratch the 
tough chins of those watching and waiting. Suddenly like an unexpected 
visitor, the long awaited enemy approaches as quietly as the tiny animals 
coming out of hibernation when the time is right. Smoothly as a chain 
of links, the enemy crawls to its well awaited destination and seems 
to slide into line as an army of thin ants. 

Sounds of far-away thunder hit the ears of all those so quiet and 
seem to preface that which is to come. Instantly as a flash, small sounds 
no longer are heard, but are drowned out by a steady row of blasts like 
that of an overjoyed volcano, as those waiting, spot the enemy and fire. 
Tons of weight seem to drop everywhere to destroy the bare surround¬ 
ings and alarm the dirt as it rises as thick smoke. Loud moans sounding 
like echoes pierce the air and reach 


The approach of the Christmas season brings with it our expressions 
of rejoicing in the birth of a Saviour. In celebrating the Nativity of the 
infant Jesus, the classrooms and corridors of St. Brendan’s have taken 
on a religious atmosphere. Stables, candles, and choir boys are among 
the many subjects used as decorations. The Holy Family may also 
be seen portrayed in water color, tempera, and pastels on bulletin boards. 

A new plan has been introduced this year to restrict the principal 
theme of the room to a two-color scheme. 

Awarding of prizes will be based principally on general appear¬ 
ance, including ornamentations on 
windows, bulletin boards, and ac¬ 
cessories. Four prizes will be 
awarded to one class of each in¬ 
dividual year on a basis of the at¬ 
tractiveness of the room as a whole. 
The class selected by the judges 
as having the most creativity will 
receive a novelty prize. 


Brendanites Attend 
Informative Tours 

The New York City Cancer Com¬ 
mittee of the American Cancer Soci¬ 
ety, Inc. awarded places in tours of 
key scientific institutions, such as the 
Veteran’s Administration Hospital, 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine 
and The New York University Col¬ 
lege of Medicine, to Catherine Fitz¬ 
gerald, Theresa Lupo, Margaret 
Whelan (all of 204) ; Patricia Whalen 
(101). Brookhaven National Labor¬ 
atory, Long Island, played host to the 
following Brendanites: Stephanie 

Rais, Rosemary Ruggiero, Catherine 
Schneller, Pamela Woolf, (all of 301) 
and Patricia Whalen (101); while 
Barbara Hegedus (206) and Peggy 
Johnson (204) attended the Atomic 
Energy Commission Science Fair at 
the Americana. 

Turning to mathematics, Kathleen 
Ahern and Eileen Ehlers, both of 204, 
were selected, on the basis of mathe¬ 
matical ability and achievement, to 
attend courses at Brooklyn College. 


Mysterious and awe-inspiring, the 
Vatican stands—a monument to times 
gone by and a citadel for the present. 
The position of ruler of this small 
state remains, in spite of publicity, an 
enigma. What does the man feel who 
wears the triple tiara? In his dra¬ 
matic novel, Morris West answers 
this question. 

The time is an indefinite number 
of years from now. Scarred by years 
spent in a Communist prison camp, 
Kiril I, a newly elected Russian Pope, 
assumes the throne of Peter with 
misgiving bom of humility. He is 
amazed by the bureaucracy of the 
Vatican, and yet, during his first year 
in the Papacy, he plays a major role 
in keeping world peace. At the same 
time, he maintains his role as a sim¬ 
ple pastor becoming involved in a 
complexity of human problems. 


Christ’s Humble Birth 
Reflected in Our Homes 

At the very mention of Christmas our minds form an image of 
bright, gay decorations, glistening snowflakes, and Christmas trees 
clothed in bright lights and bulbs, glowing in the homes of all good 
men. Think of your own home and how it is embellished to announce 
its 'participation in the spirit of Christmas. 

The silver bells dangling on your front door announce to all visi¬ 
tors that your family has entered into the Christmas spirit. Joyously, they 
ring out the news of the Divine Saviour’s Birth to all mankind. The holly 
wreaths on your windows with their little red berries, symbolizing the Pre¬ 
cious Blood of Christ, prefigure the 


those wanted for help. Tough skin 
tearing like thread opens and there 
appears like a river, rolling red 
blood leaving behind a scar of 
courage. The long kept strength 
and vigor of the men slowly seeps 
out and leaves behind human be¬ 
ings like so many shells. 

Soon the smoke and sounds sim¬ 
mer down and fade into the still¬ 
ness of the quiet battlefield and 
those alive glance back at those 
whose courage left them—for life 
lies beyond the soil. 

Norma Guilietti 



’Twas the season of Christmas, and all through the halls 
Were pictures of Santa, and bright Christmas balls. 

Apples were flying too high in the air, 

Now that window in 304, just isn’t there. 

102 girls were nestled all snug in their beds, 

While horrors of Karen’s picture danced in their heads, 
You in your gym suit, and I in my frill, 

Were the hit of the Hallowe’en fire drill, 

Then down in the locker room there arose such a clatter, 

I sprang from the gym to see what was the matter. 

There was a girl who looked far from her best, 

But that’s because she was wearing someone else’s vest. 
Italian’s the language that these girls adore, 

But they even try French songs in old 404. 

When what to my wondering eyes should appear 
But Loretta Young in 306, and she’s such a dear! 

308 has a bowling ball, so lovely and slick, I 
Knew in a moment that I must leave there quick. 

More important than make up, these jokes are a must 
For instance, the elephant that scolded "tusk, tusk.” 

From the top of the ankle to the tip of the toe, 

A freshman will get a foot message, you know! 

Into the closet to the top of the wall 

Hallowe’en freshman hide away all! Frost is setting in, 

It’s getting harder to write, 

So now I will exclaim, as I fade out of sight, 

Merry Christmas to all, and to all a Good Night. 


St. Brendan’s Clubs Sponsor 
Charity Drives For Christmas 

With the holiday season fast approaching, our thoughts are pri¬ 
marily concerned with the joys and festivities of the season. We all 
anticipate traditional family celebrations and the exchanging of gifts 
with friends and family. The spirit of Christmas charity and love of 
neighbor is displayed in our daily encounters with each other, but even 
more fully during the Christmas season. Private thoughts and dreams 
are momentarily interrupted, and thoughts are centered upon those less 
fortunate than we. 

Some of the organizations functioning in Saint Brendan’s have 
devised special Christmas programs for the benefit of others. The 
Mission Club has sent toys and dolls for the children in underprivileged 
parishes, such as, Epiphany, Guardian Angel, Nativity, Our Lady of 
-Good Counsel, Our Lady of Vic¬ 
tory, Sts. Peter and Paul, Trans¬ 
figuration and Visitation. Paper¬ 
backs were sent to the Veterans’ 
Hospital, costume jewelry to the 
Little Sisters of the Poor for the 
Aged, medicines were sent to the 
Jesuit Mission Bureau. Although 
not specifically their field of work, 
The Future Teachers of America 
also are engaged in such works. 
They have planned Christmas par¬ 
ties for the deaf, for the elderly 
and for the children. 


glorious Crown of the King of 
Peace. In the center of the dining 
room table stand two red and green 
candles illuminating the room. 
These shine forth just as Christ, 
the Light of the World, showed 
forth His Father’s glory. Gaily 
decorated and enhancing the 
beauty and warmth of the living 
room is the Christmas Tree—the 
Tree of Life. Starting at the bot¬ 
tom, guided by the bright star at 
the top, we climb the long, dif¬ 
ficult road to the top to reach our 


goal—perfect happiness in the 
sight of God. 

All these things, seemingly tri¬ 
vial and insignificant, go much far¬ 
ther than just being bright and 
colorful and pretty to look at; each 
contributes its share in the re-en¬ 
acting and dissemination of the 
Christmas story. 




The Fall of the Tubercular Germs 
White Corpuscles Emerge Victors 

The white corpuscle is the guardian of the human body. I am 
a blood cell of this category. Ordinarily, I just play with my friends, 
but sometimes we find ourselves in a very serious predicament. 

It was only a few years ago that we faced a great crisis. While 
floating through the tissue of a lung, one of us white corpuscles eyed 
a foreign article which didn’t look very friendly. No sooner had we 
noticed it, then it drew arms for battle. It was a fight to the finish. 
Fearing defeat, the scoundrel quickly multiplied and stationed his 
armies at all battlefronts. After a long war, we finally succeeded in 
arresting them and forming a line of defense to prevent their spread. 

If the human within whom I live were intelligent, could relax. 
You see, the germs might reactivate themselves, overpower their guard, 

and develop into tuberculosis. If 
he does not eat a proper diet and 
get plenty of rest and exercise, we 
agents of cure will not be strong 
enough to defend the body. Amer¬ 
icans don’t pay enough heed to the 
warnings issued concerning diet, 
rest, and exercise. As a result, ten 
thousand people die annually of 
tuberculosis and many more are 
stricken with this dread killer. 

I wish I could tell him, but I 
can’t. I’m just a cell. 

Kathleen Kelly and 
Joan Wilshusen 


Brendanites help to pack clothes for charity drive. 
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Girls Exemplify Diverse 
Interests in Activities 


Activity is the keynote in Saint Brendan’s as is evidenced by the 
girls’ active participation in a wide variety of fields. 

In the world of fashion, Susie Murphy and Nancy Hart, both of 
204, are members of the Martin’s Teen Fashion Board, while Patti 
Maltz (204) modelled teen styles for Martin’s this past summer. 

The area of music attracts the talent of many Brendanites. There 
are two singing groups in Saint Brendan’s, the Deirons and the Jay- 
metrics. The Deirons are Mary Aiese, Carol Drobnicki, Marguerite 


McGuire, Sheila Reilly and Kathy 
are Teresa Christedero, Linda 
D’Arrigo, Phyllis Fuscaldo, Zor- 
ida Smith, all of 401, and Kathy 
Powers (302). To complement these 
groups, Bettyann Persico (208) 
placed second in the Diocesan 
C.Y.O. Singing Competion and was 
a soloist at the Pine Grove Inn, 
Catskills during the summer. 
Kathy Hardy (102) also turned 
professional and was offered a 
dancing part in the touring West 
Side Story. In the instrumental 
range of music, Nilde Cavalleri 
(101) was awarded a musical 


Romeo, all of 101. The Jaymetrics 

scholarship by Saint Brendan’s to 
receive free organ lessons until her 
graduation. 

Diane Vigliarolo (202) received 
the Anetta Wilson Award for “Liv¬ 
ing Americanism” by the Amer¬ 
ican Legion, while Patricia Coiro 
(202) is president of the Junior 
Catholic Daughters of America. 
Completing the picture, Marie 
Armento and Aurora Scoppa, both 
102„ are members of the Catholic 
Guild for the Blind and transcribe 
popular books into braille. 



Dreams , Pastimes and Interests of 
Lay Faculty Reveal Their Tastes 

Most of us here at St. Brendan’s seldom think of the members 
of our lay faculty apart from school. To most of us, a teacher is one 
who, with a firm hand, “piles on the homework!” We are wrong; teach¬ 
ers ‘ ‘ can be human. ’ ’ Dreams, pastimes and hobbies fill their lives, too, 
as they fill ours. Why .... 

Mrs. Letitia Cole, although the mother of three small children, 
finds time for a varied supply of interests. She is very much interested 
in all fields of education, especially English. The “art of acting” and 
the theatre are of great importance to her as she feels, “There is a 
little bit of the actor in every teacher.” On politics “It fascinates 
me!” Embracing all things of life, her enthusiasm and interest are 
found in Religion, Philosophy, Education and the arts. 

To help understand different social customs and economic trends, 
Miss Christine Grincato turns to travel, especially in our own country. 
Good music and books are a part of her. Classical (Tchaikowsky’s Violin 
Concerto in D), Dixieland (Yellow Dog Blues), and music from 
Broadway hits (South Pacific) are her favorites. Since Miss Grincato 
teaches French, she also enjoys French novels. 

As a travel-lover, Mrs. Dorothy 
McNeil finds any excuse “to get 
going” since she says, “People and 
places are so satisfying to see and 
enjoy.” When unable to travel, 
she finds enjoyment in looking at 
travel folders and travelogues. An¬ 
other hobby of Mrs. McNeil’s col¬ 
lecting cook books and recipes, al¬ 
though she admits, “I rarely fol¬ 
low through and try the recipes; I 
find I want to change them. ’ ’ 

This is just a small picture of 
the “extra curricular activities” 
which are enjoyed by the lay fac¬ 
ulty. Now you must realize, as I 
do, that the teachers (at least those 
at St. Brendan’s) “are human.” 


Brendy’s 

Secretarial Service 
has joined the 
Junior NOMA 

(National Office Manager’s Asso.) 



Varsity players display hopefulness at the opening of the season. 


Varsity Opens Season; 
J.V. Wins Frist Game 

Saint Brendan’s Varsity bowed to Saint Edmund’s 23-21 in a home 
game played December 6. In the first quarter, the sharp shooting of the 
Blue and White allowed them to build up a 11-1 lead over their oppo¬ 
nents. Accurate set shots in the latter half of the game, however, 
boosted Saint Edmund’s to within four points of St. Brendan’s. Each 
team now alternately gained the lead with a fine display of ball han¬ 
dling and passing, but in the final tally Saint Brendan’s trailed by one 
basket. The high scorer for the Varsity, Marie Brady, netted 8 points. 

Action was fast as Saint Brendan’s Junior Varsity racked up its 
first win of the season against 
Mary Louis (19-17). Pat Driscoll 
and Peggy Francis sank six points 
each to tie for high scorer. The 
J.V. raised its season mark to 2-0 
by downing Our Lady of Victory 
(26-12). High scorer Bernadette 
Halloram ringed eight points. 

Margaret Whelan and Marie 
Brady, captain and co-captain of 
Varsity, coach the Jr. Varsity. 


YCS Attracts 
Large Groups 

Attendance at the weekly Y.C.S. 
meetings in Saint Brendan’s reg¬ 
isters one hundred and fifty girls. 
They work along with fourteen 
girls acting as leaders and their 
religious assistants, Sister Joan 
Bernadette and Sister Teresa Im¬ 
maculate. 

Elaine DeFelice, the President 
of Y.C.S. in Saint Brendan’s, 
supervised the plans for a “D'ay 
of Recollection” at Saint Bren¬ 
dan’s on Sunday December 8, 
which began with a Participation 
Mass at 11 o’clock and ended with 
a “Bible Vigil” at four in the 
afternoon. 

Saint Brendan’s Y.C.S. is a 
member of the Diocesan Federa¬ 
tion. Two of the officers, the Pres¬ 
ident and the Secretary, are stu¬ 
dents in Saint Brendan’s—Ann 
Marie Murray and Rosemary Don¬ 
nelly. At monthly meetings, ac¬ 
tivities such as Study Days and 
Days of Recollection are planned 
under the guidance of Reverend 
Edward Hogan, Diocesan Chap¬ 
lain. 
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New York Abounds In Enjoyable 
grains For Christmas Vacation 


Prog] 


After last-minute Christmas shopping and the excitement of Christ¬ 
mas itself, it is a welcome relief to have a whole wonderful week of 
rest and relaxation ahead of you. These spare hours can be spent by 
taking advantage of the many enjoyable and different facilities avail¬ 
able in the metropolitain area. 

Among the many sights one can visit in New York City is the New 
York Stock Exchange at 20 Broad Street. There you can observe the 
excitement of trading on the exchange from the gallery and view the 
exhibits. If you prefer entertainment to finance, take a tour of the 
NBC Studios located in the RCA Building at Rockefeller Center. 

Anyone for tea? You may sip it free, while watching demonstrations 
and exhibits of various phases of the tea industry at the Tea Center. 
It is located at 16 East 56 Street, 

Nearer to home at the Aquarium in Coney Island, you can see 
anything from the beautiful blue parrot fish to the maneating piranha. 

When planning your day’s agenda, however, it is suggested that 
you check to see if the facilities will be available on that day. 

Reflections: Christmas 1963 

The shimmering sphere dangled from the aluminum branches of the tree. 
Reflected in its luminous, curved surface were piles of disguised presents, 
wrapped and tied in red and green. A fat, stuffed Santa stood on top of the 
television. Cards proclaiming “Merry Christmas” were strung about the room. 
And on the edge of the hi-fi, carefully taped, were three felt Christmas stock¬ 
ings from the dime store. 

The tree ornament was not new; it had been bought many years ago 
when the people who now hung it upon the branch had been the ones who 
emptied the socks and stockings their parents had filled with gifts. But then, 
the branches were those of a living tree, whose pungent odor scented the 
room. 


ctwn 

By Karen Katta and Pat Connor 

When you get to Heaven you’ll probably meet a little angel named Shawn 
who will tell you his favorite story. 

Little Shawn was wandering idly around Heaven one day near Christmas, 
when he was summoned to God’s majestic chamber. God had a problem with 
a little boy on earth, who thought only of Santa Claus and the toys he would 
receive. God thought that Shawn could enlighten Timmy that Christmas was 
Christ’s Birthday. 

Meanwhile, Timmy had written his letter to Santa and was anxiously 
waiting. He was fast asleep on the snowy December night when Shawn ar¬ 
rived on earth. After a little trouble, 
he found Timmy’s house and entered 
his bedroom. Timmy, hearing a com¬ 
motion, awoke with a start. “Who are 
you?” he exclaimed! 

“Never mind who I am,” replied 
Shawn, “but who are You to forget 
about the Greatest Event ever to take 
place in the world?” And Shawn pro¬ 
ceeded to explain in detail about 
Christ’s Birth. 

After this explanation, Timmy 
looked forward to Christmas with joy 
in the Birth of Christ, rather than in 
earthly gifts. 

Seniors Plan For 
Closed Retreat 


Three closed retreats have been 
planned for the senior class by 
Sister Thomas Edmund. The first 
group to leave St. Brendan’s will 
travel to the Peekskill, New York 
retreat house for the weekend of 
March 6. North Stanford, Con¬ 
necticut will be the location of the 
following retreats, which are to be 
held from March 20 to 22 and from 
April 24 to 26. 

The seniors hope that by these 
days of prayer and union with 
Christ they will become closer to 
Him, and thus review and gain in¬ 
sight into their own lives. 


If, like the gypsy’s ball, the round 
ornament could visualize the future, 
perhaps it would see itself hanging 
from an artistically symmetrical 
ceramic tree. Atop the televiewer, a 
cubist Santa is almost lost in a top¬ 
pling pile of packages. Abstract de¬ 
signs decorate the cards carrying the 
message “Season’s Greetings.” And 
everywhere in the world people won¬ 
der “Where is the spirit of Christ¬ 
mas?” ’ 


BERKELEY SCHOOL 


Prepare for a preferred 
secretarial position. 
Distinguished faculty, 
individualized guidance. 


O Secretar ial 3raining ta Career $u cccaa ! 

Special 2- and 1-year courses for high school graduates. Free Placement Service. 
New classes: February, July, and September. For catalog, write the Assistant Director. 

420 Lexington Ave, New York 17, N. Y. MU 5-3418 
122 Maple Ave., White Plains, N. Y. 22 Prospect St., E. Orange, N. J. 


★ ALL BUSINESS SUBJECTS * DIPLOMA COURSES 

★ Day & Evening Courses WE PLACE OUR GRADUATES 

Visit , Phone or Write for Catalog 

1601 Kings H'way, Bklyn «ES 5-6800 ^(Brighton Line) ° ^ 










































